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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the Inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 46 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failirig 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Lack of enablement as the specification does not provide for infinite 
capabilities. 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1 ,31 ,35 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention: 

The claim 1 recites the limitation "said central processing station" in line 8. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

For claim 31, the second sentence renders the claim indefinite. 
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The claim 35 recites the limitation "said central processing station" in line 10. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The claim 40 recites the limitation "said central processing station" in line 10. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 1-22, 33-40, 42, 46-54, and 58-59 ar^ rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 
because the claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims 1-22,33,34,46 and 58-59 fail to place the invention squarely within one 
statutory class of invention. Claims 2 and 20 provide evidence that applicant is claiming 
transmitted data, or in other word electronic signals. As such, the claims are drawn to a 
form of energy. Energy is not one of the four categories of invention and therefore this 
claim(s) is/are not statutory. Energy is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not a 
process. Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is not a machine or 
manufacture. Energy is not a combination of substances and therefor not a composition 
of matter. 

For claims 47-54 the limitation "may" does not definitely claim the recited 
function. 
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The claims 35-40 and 42 are rejected as falling under the judicial exception of an 
abstract idea which lacks a useful, concrete, and tangible result. A claimed series of 
steps or acts that do not result in a useful, concrete, and tangible result are not statutory 
within the meaning of 35 USC 101. In the instant case, the claims recite, "updating" 
"output," "adjust," and " transmit." However, no useful, concrete, and tangible result is 
claimed. For example, "writing said data," "updating said data," "sending said data" 
being claimed at the end of the claim may comprise a useful, concrete, and tangible 
result. Absent such a result, however, the claims are not statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. the following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-8,12,14,16,18,21-23,26,35,38,40,45,53 and 55 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ferrer et al, US2002/0032628. 

For claim 1 , Ferrer et al teaches: 

A system for collecting and/or adjusting and/or manipulating data from a 
data stream', the system comprising ; a source of electronic data, an input 
provided by the source of data and capable of transmission of said data to a first data 
processing station (payment card and loyalty card transmitting data to loyalty terminal. 
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see [0048]) ; an output in communication with said data processing station (output 
reports, see [0050]', an intelligent interface intermediate said input from said source of 
electronic data and said central processing station', wherein, the interface is capable of 
interrupting data transmitted between said input and the first processing station to adjust 
and /or compile at least a part of said data ( see [0065]) . 

For claim 2, data is transmitted to a peripheral device in communication with 
processing station (see [0048]). 

For claim 3, data is transmitted to a secondary processing station (see [0048- 

0050]). 

For claim 4, processing station is a point of sale terminal (see [0048-0050]). 

For claim 5, data processing station is preferably a site controller capable of 
communication with at least one adjusted and /or compiled and/or manipulated data 
stream (see [0107-0108]). 

For claim 6, the secondary data processing station may be located either at the 
point of sale or at a remote location (see [0025-0026]). 

For claim 7, processing station is capable of uploading of statistical data and 
down loading configuration data (see [0002]). 

For claim 8, processing station may perform tasks such as validation of a 
customer coupon (see [0055-0056]). 

For claim 12, wherein the source of data comprises a magnetic card (see 
[0002,0005.0007,0038]). 
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For claim 14, the system wherein the source data comprises a key board (see 
[0037]). 

For claim 16, the system wherein the output comprises a customer display (see 
[0053]). 

For claim 18, the system wherein the device comprises an EFTPOS (see the 
Abstract). 

For claim 21 , wherein the interface enables data transmitted between said input 
and the first processing station to be intercepted for secondary adjustment, compilation, 
manipulation, variation or the like (see [0065] and [0107]). 

For claim 22, wherein, the interface is in communication with a remote server and 
the remote server is in communication with a controller which links one or more remote 
sites to the remote server(see [0029-0034]). 

For claim 23, A system for interrupting data in a data stream: the system 
comprising a source of electronic data, an input provided by the source of data and 
capable of transmission of said data to a first data processing station (payment card and 
loyalty card transmitting data to loyalty terminal see [0048]) , an output in 
communication with and from said data processing station (output reports, see [0050])', 
an interface intermediate said input from said source of electronic data and said central 
processing station', wherein, the interface is capable of interrupting data from said input 
before it reaches the processing station', whereupon said data is processed at a 
secondary processing station wherein the data is used for adjusting and /or compiling 
said data for use at the first processing station ( see [0065]). 
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For claim 26, wherein, the interface is in communication with a remote server and 
the remote server is in communication with a controller which links one or more remote 
sites to the remote server(see [0029-0034]). 

For claim 35, A method for obtaining data from a data stream to enable collection 
and/or amendment of said data prior to delivery of said data to a final location', the 
method comprising the steps of: 

a) taking a system comprising*, a source of electronic data, an input provided by the 
source of data and capable of transmission of said data to a first data processing 
station; and an output in communication with said data processing station (payment 
card and loyalty card transmitting data to loyalty terminal and output reports (see 
[0048,0050])', 

b) placing an intedace intermediate said input from said source of electronic data 
and said central processing station', 

c) enabling the interface to interrupt data from said input before it reaches the 
first processing station', and 

d) adjusting and kor compiling said data; 

e) presenting said adjusted and/or compiled data at at least one system 
peripheral device ( see [0065]). 

For claim 38, software interface associated with the first processing station ( see 
[0061]). 

For claim 40, A method for obtaining data from a data stream to enable collection 
and/or amendment of said data prior to delivery of said data to a final output location', 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/520.01 8 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2109 

' the method comprisfing the steps of: 
a) taking a system comprising', a source of electronic data, an input provided by the 
source of data and capable of transmission of said data to a first data processing 
station', and an output in communication with said data processing station (payment 

card and loyalty card transmitting data to loyalty terminal and output reports (see 
[0048.0050]) ', 

b) placing a software interface intermediate said input from said source of 
electronic data and said central processing station', 

c) enabling the interface to interrupt data from said input before it reaches the 
first processing station', and 

d) adjusting and /or compiling said data; 

e) delivering said adjusted and/or compiled data at at least one system peripheral 
device reports (see [0065]) '. 

For claim 45. the output data may contain content that is pre-loaded into the 
Interface (see[01 04]). 

For claim 53. wherein the remote output device may perform the following 
function', the use of a connecting network to obtain promotional or other material in real- 
time for inclusion in output data (see [0005]). 

For claim 55, A system according to claim 1 wherein the intelligent interface is 
capable of performing any one of the following functions: 
a) Generation of discount vouchers. 
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b) Generation of discount vouchers with regard to product purchases (see 
[0016,0055,0058]). 

c) Implementation of a lottery where a lottery ticket is generated in response to a 
transaction value exceeding a threshold. 

c) Implementation of a prize-draw promotion where a stub ticket is printed and a 
winner is drawn from a pool of entries. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 9-10,13,15,17,20,24-25,27-34,36-37.39,41-44,52,54 and 57 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ferrer et al.,US 
2002/0032628 in view of Schuize, Jr, US 6,497,360 B1 . 

Ferrer et al. as set forth above, shows that a source of electronic data, 
input/output to interface but does not mention feathers such as POS printer, scanner, 
modem and wired network . However, Schulze.Jr discloses a POS printer, scanner (see 
Fig.2, Fig. 3, and col.5, lines 8-14 and coL5, lines 43-55) ,modem (see col.6, lines 1-26 
and wired network (see col.5, lines 56-67 and col.6, lines 1-26) in a POS system. It 
would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the invention was 
made to modify the method and apparatus for enhancing communication between 
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points of sale devices of Ferrer et al. by providing a POS printer, scanner, modem and 
wired network, as taught by Schulze,Jr to improve the functionality of the system. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Azam Cheema whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1753. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Friday 7.30a.m-5.00p.m 
ALT Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Deborah Reynolds can be reached on 571-272-4919. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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